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The constitutional question, however, goes even deeper
than this. Of the interpretation of clauses in the Con-
stitution I am not competent to speak, but the Consti-
tution is the organic law of this confederated state in
which we live, and therefore it is the description of it
as it was planned and as it is. The question at stake is
nothing less than the integrity of this state in its most
essential elements. The expansionists have recognized
this fact by already casting the Constitution aside. The
military men, of course, have been the first to do this.
It is of the essence of militarism that under it military
men learn to despise constitutions, to sneer at parlia-
ments, and to look with contempt on civilians. Some
of the imperialists are not ready to go quite so fast as
yet. They have remonstrated against the military doc-
trine, but that only proves that the military men see the
point at issue better than the others do. Others say
that if the legs of the Constitution are too short to straddle
the gulf between the old policy and the new, they can be
stretched a little, a view of the matter which is as flippant
as it is in bad taste. It would require too much time to
notice the various contemptuous and jaunty references
to the Constitution which every day brings to our notice,
and from the same class, at least, who, two years ago,
were so shocked at a criticism of the interpretation of the
Constitution which was inserted in the Chicago platform.
The question of imperialism, then, is the question
whether we are going to give the lie to the origin of our
own national existence by establishing a colonial system
of the old Spanish type, even if we have to sacrifice our
existing civil and political system to do it. I submit
that it is a strange incongruity to utter grand platitudes
about the blessings of liberty, etc., which we are going
to impart to these people, and to begin by refusing to